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 2009-12: ‘Sociabilité’ project, sponsored by MSHB (USR CNRS 
3549). 
 University of Western Brittany (UBO Brest) 

 University of Paris 13 

 Nothumbria University and other partners.  

 
 Research Collaboration Agreement University of Western 

Brittany/University of Paris 13 (2012-17) + extension of 
international partnership 
 

 2014-15: HIDISOC project: organisation of seminars and 
conferences 

 
 GRISOL (Groupe de Recherche Interdisciplinaire sur la Sociabilité 

des Lumières): https://grisol.hypotheses.org 
 
 Creation of the Transversales series (Le Manuscrit, Paris), edited by 

Annick Cossic (UBO): 6 volumes since 2012. 
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 Collaborative interdisciplinary project 

 

 International research partnership 

 

 Intersectoral cooperation  

 

 Digital humanities project 

 

 

 



 To explore and develop the scope of research into British 
Enlightenment sociability. 

 

 To trace its historical foundations. 

 

 To map sociability: people & networks, places & institutions, 
concepts & practices, objects. 

 

 To publish the results in an open-access digital 
encyclopaedia featuring 200 entries and a complementary 
anthology of primary resources. 

 

 



 
 Sociability 

 
 British sociability:  
 - to expand on the current state of the art 
 - to take advantage of our partners’ research expertise 
 - to explain the emergence of a British model of sociability 

 
 Comparing European models  

 
 Studying cross-cultural transfers 
 

 1660–1832: significant landmarks in the history of British 
sociability 

 
 



 First open-access digital encyclopaedia and anthology  

 

 Search engine 

 

 Keywords and related entries. 

 

 Hyperlinks to primary sources  

 



 

An international and  

intersectoral consortium 





 I-def     http://www.i-def.fr 

 

 Bibliothèque Nationale de France  

 

 The National Archives 

 

 Musée Cognacq-Jay 

 

 



 

 



 
Histoire de ma vie. Tome IX 
Giacomo Girolamo Casanova. Dux, 1789-1798 



Engraving by Charles Williams entitled ‘The Fashions 
of the Day, or Time Past and Time Present’ published 
2 November 1807 by Walker, No. 7 Cornhill 

Coloured image of interior plan 
of the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, 
built by Henry Holland in 1794  





  
 Role of the editorial committee: 

 
 - definition of guidelines  
 - 5 categories of entries 
 - selection of entry proposals  
 - validation of related sources chosen by authors 

 
 Role of I-def: 

 
 - creation of keywords and databases 
 - implementation of the digital platform 

  





EXAMPLES: 
Entry title: Cosmetics 
Categories: Object and Practice 
Subject: how cosmetics are used in society as well as their role as a sociable object/practice, how they are made, 
sold/advertised and bought and how they affect sociability practices 
 
Entry title: Spa  
Categories: Practice and Place (Health and Travel) 
Subject: how central spas are to 18th-C sociability, how they are used, visited, who used them, their health benefits… 
 
Entry title: Beau Nash 
Category: People (Celebrity) 
Subject: Beau Nash and his influence on sociability practices and networks 
 

Entry title: Politeness 
Category: Concept and Practice 
Subject: as a social practice ‘the art of pleasing’, and as a concept in formal sociability 



Website 

layout 

example 



 Set up a GIS (Groupe d’Intérêt Scientifique)/RIG (Research 
Interest Group) 

 

 Integrate new partner institutions and experts in the field 

 

 Apply to new regional, national, EU or international funding  
schemes 


